i 


THE 


SCOTTISH SABBATH SCHOOL 
TEACHERS’ MAGAZINE. 


DecemBer 1846.] “ LovEsT THOU ME ?—FEED MY LAMBS,” 


[Vol. II. No. 5. 


THE DUTY OF SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS AS 
INDIVIDUALS. 


“ RESOLVED,” writes James Brainerd Taylor, “that I will (the Lord 
being my helper) think, speak, and act as an individual: for as such I 
must live, as such I must die, stand before God, and be damned or saved 
for ever and ever. I haye been waiting for others. I must act as if I 
were the only individual to act and wait no longer.” Influenced by this 
resolution, he extended his efforts in winning souls beyond any limited 
sphere of exertion, such as the Sabbath school, and pursued a systematic 
course of conduct directed to obtaining this result, however unpromising 


_ the objects of his love might be. The waves of ocean embrace equally in 


their swell the yielding sand and the rugged precipice. The swell of 
Christian love in our bosom will embrace humanity in at once its rude 
projections and its tender developments, will impel the outgoing affections 
towards the immortal spirit of a fellow-creature, at every stage, and in 
every situation of life. He that is constrained by the love of Christ, 
and who has learned of Him to pity dying souls, will feel that every 
unconverted soul to which he has access, has a claim of right on his 
words of warning and his prayers. He will feel pressed in spirit when 
he comes in contact with the children of this world; will tremble lest 
he should become guilty of their blood; and, if he cannot speak a 
word to their consciences, will at least breathe a prayer to Jehovah on 
their behalf. 

In every employment and rank of life, men may have their course of 

conduct modified and moulded by master principles. The ruling passion 
is superadded to all the other actuating motives, and attains its object by 
modifying the means which it employs, according to the position in life 
of the person influenced by it. In the Sabbath school teacher this feeling 
will be modified by the peculiarities of his position. The direction of his 
efforts will be influenced by the leading object of his thoughts. Let us 
briefly point to some of the spheres of usefulness in which it will specially 
lead to individual exertion. 
_ It may startle some if the first instance we select be Prayer. Yet a 
little reflection will show, that no duty is more universally admitted, and 
oftener neglected, than special prayer for an object we have at heart. 
Let the following extract from the journal of Edward Payson suffice to 
show what individual effort in prayer is. 

Jan. 2d, 1809,—“ Rose very early, and enjoyed a sweet season of secret 


prayer. Spent the day in visiting. In the evening felt the worth of 
Y 
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souls lie with peculiar weight on my mind, and was enabled to wrestle 
fervently for the divine influence. Jan. 3d,—Was favoured this morning 
with such a view of the worth of souls that I could not rest at home, but 
went out to visit my people and stir up the members of the church to 
pray for divine influences. Longed all day to do something for the glory 
of God and the conversion of sinners. Wished for health that I might 
employ my time for God.” : 

Our influence in society opens a field of usefulness which we are bound 
to occupy. Many on their first conversion press on others the truths 
which have arrested themselves, but as they have not reckoned on the 
opposition they meet with, their zeal declines, and they join that band of 
slumberers on the road to Zion who profess to keep their own vineyard 
without concerning themselves with that of others. arly in the world’s 
history was this lesson they so well practise learned, “for Cain said, Am 
I my brother’s keeper?” Often, no doubt, has inexperience im the force 
of truth on one’s self produced error in attempting to direct its energy on 
a brother. The unproved weapon has been foiled, and the adversary has 
had occasion to speak reproachfully. The day has gone by, we trust for 
ever, when one kept the fact of his conversion as closely concealed from 
his bosom friend as if it pertained to the secret things which belong to 
the Lord owr God; and when studiously to avoid any thing which 
might indicate a personal interest in the great salvation was reckoned 
true humility ; when the apostolic motto—* We believe, and therefore 
speak”—was obsolete. In the present times this crust between mind 
and mind is in some measure broken up. We now live in an atmosphere 
and climate which foster the development of the fruit of the lips, bringing 
into manifestation the thoughts of the heart. 

It becomes a subject for prayerful deliberation among the spiritual 
trainers of youth how plants of righteousness may be fostered in this 
purified moral atmosphere—how this more healthy tone of society may 
be brought to influence the godly upbringing of the young. In all con- 
verse in society, let the regulating principle be, that our tongue is our 
glory, and that at all times the fruit of the lips belongs to the Lord. 
Among the other subjects for our interchange of thought, let the wants 
of the young hold a prominent place. Let society be leavened with a 
regard to the importance of training childhood in its earliest buddings. 
By the relation of experience in the work, its difficulties and its encour- 
agements, let an interest be produced in every mind. Often may a hal- 
lowed influence be thus shed over a social meeting ; and as interest is 
deepened, and hearts are warmed in speaking of the work of the Lord, 
the conversation may turn to topics of inward experience and truths of 
soul-absorbing importanee. 

None are so isolated by individuality as not to have any one with 
whom they come into close, heart-opening fellowship. To such bosom 
friends a responsible duty is due ; and to Christians among them, we owe 
it to watch affectionately over their zeal in the work of the Lord. To 
those who are yet strangers to the grace of God, we owe it to labour 
unceasingly to win them to the Saviour. Souls saved in such a way 
often bear a likeness to him who begat them in Christ. Availing our- 
selves of this, and ourselves affectionately desirous of the young, let us 
seek to impart a kindred spirit to friends whose hearts we have been 
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privileged to touch. Let every teacher seek to bring a brother ora sister 
to the work. 

The Bible class should be a nursery for teachers. To this hour there 
are some who think that Sabbath school instruction is to produce fruit 
only in after years. True, it may, and often does, produce fruit then ; 
but to many of the children, if not most, these years will never come. 
Perhaps, too, ere then teachers and taught may be summoned to meet 
the Lord at his coming. Let, then, every effort, every lesson, every 
prayer, have conversion for its aim. Besides the blessedness of bringing 
souls from death to life, a band of faithful labourers may be raised up 
in the Lord’s vineyard. The writer once knew of an advanced class in 
one of the towns of Scotland, among whom there was a work of revival. 
Many hearts were opened. In the town in which the occurrence took place, 
there was an extensive outfield population. Encouraged by their teacher, 
these young converts collected a considerable number of little children from 
among the neglected people, and of them a Missionary school was formed ; 
which, under the affectionate efforts of these youthful teachers, afforded 
the soul-delighting spectacle of about fifty children, for whom at one 
time no man cared, listening in the most perfect quiet to the truth as it 
is in Jesus. Submitting this suggestion to the prayerful attention of 
every teacher of a Bible class, we only add, that much wisdom and 
eaution is required, “lest recent converts, being lifted up with pride, fall 
into the snare and condemnation of the devil.” 

The Sabbath School Teachers Union will be a field for individual 
exertion. 

There was a time when Israel was joined to idols, and through the 
breadth of Immanuel’s land the cry of sinners went up into the ears of 
the Lord of Sabaoth. Then the youthful prophets were wont to meet in 
their prophetic schools around some aged servant of the Lord, to hear 
him tell, it may be, of the judgment which fell on the children of Bethel, 
and with him to mourn over the youthful ungodliness of which that was 
an index; or to learn the triumphs of that grace which brought Josiah’s 
young and tender heart to the God of his father David, and kept some 
good thing in the child Abijah amid the corruptions of the house of Jero- 
boam. Or, turning their view to the humble walks of life, to gain en- 
couragement amid all their trials among the godless offspring of the 
many widows in Israel, from the story of God’s dealings with that youth 
of Sarepta, whose instructor for so many months was none other than 
Elijah. 

Where is Jehovah, the God of Elijah? Is he changed since then? 
What matters it whether then they met by the wooded bank of Jordan 
to enlarge the place of their dwelling, or now we meet in the midst of 
some city lying in wickedness, to consider how we may lengthen our 
cords and strengthen our stakes ? How much more of a heavenly aspect 
would these meetings wear, if each sought that Spirit which filled the 
youthful prophet Samuel, whose dwelling was by the side of the altar ; 
or that other, whose calm and undaunted spirit made him a fitting mes- 
senger to pour the anointing oil on Jehu! Yea, we have the special pro- 
mise in these latter days, that on the sons and the daughters of the 
ehurch the Spirit shall be poured from on high. With individual mem- 
bers it lies to have this realized. 
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Forbearing one another in love—is the motto to be engraved on every 
heart. A spirit of compromise is not the only alternative of acrimonious 
bitterness. Each, in meeting with his brethren, pledges himself before 
God that he is in all good conscience walking up to the light he has; and 
that, should more be afforded, he is willing to give up preconceived opi- 
nions, and deep-rooted prejudices, and follow the Lord fully. A manly 
and straightforward profession of opinions, held in all sincerity, with gen- 
erous interpretation of the views of others, will best secure that love 
which is the bond of perfectness. Let it be the aim of every one to have 
the very atmosphere of heaven pervading the assembly. Above all, let 
prayer be made, that, by the outpouring of the Spirit, the meeting may 
be made a birthplace of souls. »So sad is the state of the unconverted 
teacher—preaching to others and himself in danger of being a cast-away 
—that something special is needed to meet his case. Let the Teachers’ 
Union be a place whose atmosphere of heavenly love and exalted spiri- 
tuality may draw him from the clay-cold grasp of worldliness. In a 
word—“ Let love be without dissimulation.” “Be instant in season 
and out of season.” “Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 


good.” W. 


MORE HANDS WANTED! 


We had occasion lately to call at a ship agent’s office on business, and 
while waiting there the door was cautiously opened by a young lad, 
who, pulling off his bonnet, anxiously inquired whether they wanted 
any apprentices. This little incident suggested to us the following 
thoughts :— 

Here is a young man just entering life, without friends, possibly, to 
influence any one in his favour, and possessing few of those qualifications 
requisite to induce strangers to take any notice of him; yet, with all these 
disadvantages, he resolves—and his resolution is nerved by a determina- 
tion to do what he can—to make one step forward—aupward, in the path 
his inclination has pointed out. He makes the attempt, we shall suppose, 
and possibly fails ; another is made with perhaps the same want of success ; 
yet he tries again—again it may be to be baffled; and thus, amid repeated 
and often heart-rending discouragements, renewed efforts are put forth 
till the desired object be obtained, or finally relinquished in sad discomfi- 
ture. In this brief outline may be traced the daily course of multitudes 
who throng a large city ; while the sagacity, prudence, and diligence of 
such individuals fully verify the saying of our Saviour, that “the children 
of this world are in their generation wiser than the children of light.” 
Ah! what a noble and energetic band of Sabbath school teachers should 
we have, were all who enlist in the good work to set out in their career 
with as much energy, as much self-denial, and as much solid perseverance 
—perseverance only strengthened by disappointment—as we bring to 
bear on our worldly employments! Nay, if we had but a tenth portion 
of that spirit of resolute ambition that leads men to rally round the 
standard of worldly eminence—of mammon—we should soon see more 
real fruits in our work, and fewer obstacles, and none which could not be 
overcome. Nor would we require to hunt owt men for the enterprise ; for 
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the young, once disciples of Christ, and their colours once hoisted to the 
world, would lose no time to enrol themselves in the active service of the 
King of kings. And while the men of this world, with all their zeal and 
foresight, may fail in accomplishing the end of their ambition, we rejoice 
to know, that to the zealous, faithful, prayerful Christian, a full reward is 
in store—success in his undertaking is certain. 

Let no one say he is willing to be engaged in the Sabbath school 
“had he ability.” Remember the parable of the ten talents—every one 
has some ability to serve his Lord and Master—there is no one but can 
do something. We do not expect an apprentice to knew all the mysteries 
of his art when he first enters on his engagement. He comes to learn; 
and though some beginners have more elementary knowledge of their occu- 
pation than others, yet all who have the disposition to aid in the Sabbath 
school (and we trust that all Christians have), can make themselves useful 
there in some way or other. We are fully aware that many pious indi- 
viduals are naturally so timid that they think they could not be able to 
muster the courage necessary to enable them to discharge the duties of a 
teacher. But we are persuaded from experience, that, in nine cases out 
of ten, such fears are groundless, and vanish entirely by practice. Love 
to Christ, and anxiety for the salvation of immortal souls, cause all minor 
considerations of a personal nature to slip out of sight. We respectfully, 
but most earnestly, entreat the disciples of the Lord Jesus, of all ages, to 
countenance the good work of Sabbath school instruction—the young, 
with their active services—the aged, with their presence and fatherly 
counsels. And those to whom we have already alluded as too humble to 
be faithful, (and indeed to all beginners,) we would recommend, as a first 
step, that they visit one or two good schools, and spend a night or two in 
each of them, arranging thereafter to attend constantly at one school, and 
serve apprenticeship there, until they have acquired sufficient experience 
to take a charge. 

Glasgow. Jove unt 


PRACTICAL TEACHING. 
“ Let them learn first to show piety at home.”—1 Tim. v. 4. 


Practica teaching, as distinguished from other teaching, has two 
marked features. First, Duties are taught as well as doctrines; and, 
secondly, The teacher endeavours to make the children practise the duties 
which they are taught to know. Under these two divisions, we intend to 
discuss the subject of practical teaching. 

First, Duties are to be taught as well as doctrines. Of practical teach- 
ing Paul gives us an admirable example: “If any,” said he to Timothy, 
“ provide not for his own, especially those of his own house, he hath 
denied the faith, and is worse than an infidel.” He cared not for the 
amount of orthodox knowledge—for the scrupulous observances of reli- 
gious worship—for the long or the many prayers—for the decency, or 
flaming zeal, or sanctimonious talk, of such a professor. A neglect such as 
this was fatal to all his pretensions—he hath denied the faith—he is 
ranked among Christ’s worst enemies—he is worse than an infidel. Let 
each Sabbath school teacher see that the Christianity he professes, and 
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teaches to others, is identical with “ the faith” so vividly depicted by con- 
trast in the text. 

It may be the memory is stored with texts, verses, chapters, psalms, 
and hymns—it may be the imagination is pleased with story after story, 
and yet the moral lesson be always carefully eluded by the perverse 
scholar. Or the mind may be loaded with theological terms and scholastic 
forms of sound words—a knowledge of Bible history and doctrines may 
be gained—or even the feelings and conscience may be touched occa- 
sionally ; but is it the first, the ever-recurring lesson to the children who 
gather round you on the Sabbath evening, “to show piety at home ;” for 
that is good and acceptable to God? Remember a child is known by his 
doings. 

iia were to stop a child coming out of the Sabbath school, and ask 
him what the teacher had taught him he skould po, and compare the 
scanty portion of practical instruction with the mass of doctrine he is 
taught to believe, it would quite startle us. Would it not be more rea- 
sonable—more profitable—more scriptural—to assign a larger proportion 
of one short hour to plain, forcible, practical instructions? Tell them 
what they should do, and do not permit them to grow up gospel-hardened, 
Christ-rejecting, sinners, who, to all you can say, ever reply, “We know 
all that already as well as yourself.” How awful such a reply to those 
who know that those words seal the condemnation of the speaker as one 
of those who know their duty but do % not / 

But to what duties? To ald duties to which God calls them you should 
call them. See that you neither add nor diminish one jot or tittlh—God 
will not suffer it—he will require it at your hands. Put yourselves into 
their situation, and realize what the Saviour would expect from such a 
one as one of his children. Urge the highest, the most spiritual duties: 
* Be ye perfect even as your Father in heaven is perfect.” Notice the 
minutest word or action: “ By your words shall ye be justified—by your 
words you shall be condemned.” Urge, above all, the grand prime duty of 
receiving Christ as the only Saviour, and obeying him in all things. 
“ This is the work of God, that ye believe on him.” This is the spring 
of all true obedience, Christ is our King, our Lawgiver—he will save 
us. Let the teacher make a stand here—tell his class this lesson is 
not learned till you have done wz. Urge to obedience in every duty, 
but yet do not weaken your efforts by too extended a line of attack. 
Select one neglected duty, perhaps prayer, and specially press it ; and 
a you gain anything like compliance even for one, how much may 

ollow ! 

Yet we must be minute and apt. Let the teacher think how his scholar 
should act in the situation in which he is placed—let the thought accom- 
pany him from the school, home—let your knowledge of that home, and of 
his circumstances, aid you; be at his bed-side on Monday morning—attend 
him through the incidents, lessons, and temptations of the day, and of 
every day, to its close—realize the seene—picture it—and tell him what 
should be his conduct. Warn him what he should not do—and how full 
will that list of temptations to sin be even in a child !—and then contrast 
it with what he should do. Describe the broad way and the narrow path 
by such plain and evident marks, that when the boy, some hour during 
the ensuing week, stands hesitating for a moment which way to choose, 
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your voice may sound, as it were, clearly in his ear, and strengthen the 
voice of conscience, “ This is the way, walk in it.” 

“To show piety at home” is a most expressive phrase. Let the duties 
devolving on a child be the study of the teacher, that he may really be 
able to point out the way in which it should walk. Thus, the fifth 
commandment ought to be, in all its length and breadth, unfolded to their 
minds—its rewards held out to them—and the example of Jesus set be- 
fore their eyes. Let the teacher's hopes of any child be ever so fair, the 
discovery that at home these duties are really neglected seems amply 
sufficient to blast them all; while the hearty, punctual performance of 
these would be a most reasonable ground for the hope that God’s Spirit 
was moulding the will of the scholar. The surest test of the piety of any 
one would be to see the heart—the next best is to see piety at home. 
It should be borne in mind that the piety of a child will differ much in its 
form from that of a person of mature years. It is unnecessary here to 
specify all the relative duties of a younger member of a family, but it is 
most necessary in a Sabbath school. 

How often has a teacher been disappointed, when he came to inquire 
how the best scholar in his class behaved at home, or to his master or her 
mistress, if he or she had entered service! Labour to prevent this dupli- 
city of character—this double aspect of character—it shows a radical 
defect. If the soul obeys Christ only in certain places, and at certain 
times, it does not obey him at all. Strive and pray that the soul may 
be brought into subjection to Christ in all things—in every duty; and 
while you thus model the outward form, God’s Spirit may work within, 
and perform his great work of renewing the heart: while you mould the 
clay figure, God may breathe into his nostrils the breath of life, and he 
may become a living soul, and his dead works the service of a willing 
heart. 

Having thus taught what duties are to be done, let us, 

Secondly, See what can be done to secure that he discharges them. 

lst, Present suitable motives. We protest against that dry, ineffectual 
method of teaching where bare rules are presented, “ we ought to do this 
or that,” “this teaches us.” Ever conjoin motives with a call to duty— 
God does so always. He swept the chords of the human heart with a 
master hand, who said, “ Blessed are the poor in spirit : for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven,” &c. How different in its effect from saying, “ This 
teaches us that we should be meek!” The law, without its motives to 
obedience, is powerless as a musket-ball dropped from the hand. 

2d, Remove all occasions of sin—every temptation. We would earnestly 
press this on the teacher, though we know his influence here is confined 
to a little space of time. When anything wrong is done, let the question 
be put, What can I do to remove the temptation to this sin? and if on 
Sabbath the time, place, and order of the school is not the best in his 
power, he is to blame for any consequence of his mismanagement. Many 
points require his attention in this view—his own appearance and de- 
meanour—regular attendance—the internal arrangement of the classes, 
down to the seat of each particular boy, a matter of some importance 
often—the expulsion of any scholar who is injuring the scholars—the 
repression of the slightest appearance of fun or noise, and every thing 
which may tend to withdraw the attention of the thoughtless children 
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from the solemn work of the school. Besides these, there are outside the 
school-room the whole agency and machinations Satan employs in main- 
taining his dominion in the world, and mostly these are things not in 
themselves wrong; but if their general influence is injurious, let the 
teacher denounce them as pleasures which may peril the soul’s salvation. 
Warn them against bad companions—describe to them their language— 
their doings—they are Satan’s missionaries. Point them to the places 
which are in a special manner the gates of the pit, (though the way to 
the nether, as well as to the upper, world is open from any spot,)—the 
drinking-house—the theatre—the low dancing-room—the race-course— 
and the infidel lecture hall—there Satan dwells. He has circulating 
literature, too, which may poison the stream of life at its source, 

The more minute your knowledge is the better. We visited a scholar 
one Sabbath forenoon. Ere we knocked we heard a quarrel going on 
inside. His father we found was drunk, and was quarrelling with his 
mother—the man was a professed socialist. We now knew the boy’s 
temptations better than ever. The walls of the workshop, where another 
of our class is an apprentice, contain six or seven workmen, and these 
afford specimens of the infidel—scoffer—the socialist—the Unitarian— 
the utterly irreligious ; and, doubtless, these various professors give many 
examples of the vicious conduct that generally precedes and accompanies 
such a profession. Against these influences you must forewarn and fore- 
arm your scholar. 

3d, On the other hand, try to bring any external influence that will 
be beneficial to bear on him. Unfortunately, these influences are much 
fewer than those we have just noticed; yet they have generally some 
counterpart of an opposite nature. There are good companions—your 
good scholars may tame the wild ones—there are places where good is to 
be got—there are books which may nourish the soul. Use all of these in- 
fluences which are within your power—who can tell which may convey 
the blessing ? 

Ath, Seek to know the motives of the children. When anything wrong 
is done, never rest till you find the motive which prompted to it—the 
root which produced such fruit. The springs that animate the young 
heart should be known to the teacher most thoroughly. The general 
result will be, we think, that sin is not so often produced by motives in 
themselves sinful, as by the excessive influence of such passions uncoun- 
teracted by the presence of those great motives which should govern 
the soul. The heart is without God, therefore pleasure reigns in his 
stead—they are “lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God.” Itis a 
glorious consolation to the Christian, in the midst of a world kept alive, 
and in such activity, by motives so base and vile, to contemplate the in- 
herent grandeur and power of the motives Christianity presents when 
estimated even by frail human reason. Oh, if love to gold, or to gilded 
pleasure, can produce such effects, when once the motives contained in 
the cross of Christ are brought home to a soul by the Spirit’s power, how 
easy to believe that through eternity that soul shall unwearingly praise 
and serve him! Even when in the hand of a feeble man, yet one who 
knows the human heart, how overwhelming they become ! they can, un- 
aided, all but turn the soul from sin. 


We must not enter this vast subject. We shall only sum up the rules 


TEACHERS’ TEMPTATIONS. Ie 


on which we try to form our own conduct, though we know how diffi- 
cult it is to do so, thus : 

Study the Bible—learn what motives it uses—use them as it uses them 
—pray that you may feel and act under them yourself, and then point 
them at the hearts of the children, that they may feel their power, and 
thus, by God’s grace, become, even here, doers of the word, and begin their 
heaven on earth ere even the years of childhood are past. 


TEACHERS’ TEMPTATIONS, 


In this cold evil world, all piety is constantly in danger of being ex- 
tinguished. But while every Christian is exposed to the same general 
evil influences, every situation in which a Christian can be placed has its 
own peculiar dangers. These, in general, arise from some of the peculi- 
arities of the situation being taken advantage of by his spiritual foes, or 
being twisted and corrupted by his own deceitful heart. 

The great parent danger to which the piety of the Sabbath school 
teacher is exposed, is the constant tendency to neglect himself. The 
yarious minor dangers to which the teacher is exposed are but modifi- 
cations of this, and under it accordingly they may all be classed. 

Thus, first, the teacher is in danger of forgetting that he needs to look 
after himself at all. Amid the engrossing cares of the week, and the at- 
tention required by his school, he is liable to lose sight of himself alto- 
gether. In the case of every Christian, the busy avocations of the week 
are apt to call away his attention from the contemplation of his own case, 
and to lead him to remit that watchful care which his own heart so con- 
stantly requires. In the case of the ordinary Christian, however, the retiring 
of the world at the weekly approach of the Sabbath, is fitted to reca] him 
to himself, and to lead him to examine and repair the injuries he may 
have suffered through the week, and to put forth fresh eflorts to regain 
what he may have lost. But, in the case of the Sabbath school teacher, 
the return of the Sabbath has not to the same extent such an effect. It 
no doubt sets the teacher loose from the business of the world; but then, 
the space which its sacred hours afford for self-examination and self-im- 
provement are broken in upon by duties of another and different nature, 
which, while they may be improved to great advantage, still have not in 
themselves any tendency to lead the teacher to look inwards. This is 
particularly true in the case of those teachers, who, through the week, 
are incessantly employed, and with whom, amid business calls, visitation 
of scholars, preparation for the duties of the school, and the duties of the 
Sabbath, not only is every moment occupied, but there is for every 
moment as it were a competition. Amid such a succession of pressing 
duties, how prone is one’s personal piety to be pushed aside as a thing 
that can be attended to at any time! and when so laid aside, how prone 
is it to be forgotten, or neglected, or taken as a matter for granted! 

But the teacher is not only in danger of forgetting his own case, he is 
farther in danger of mistaking the activity and growing prosperity (it 
may be) of his school for the increase of piety in his own heart. This is 
especially the case with the teacher who enters with spirit into his work, 
—whose whole heart is in his school. He sinks himself in it. He iden- 
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tifies himself with his scholars; so that, while he is first in danger of for- 
getting that he needs to watch over his own case,—should his attention be 
at any time called back to himself, he is next in danger of concluding 
that the prosperity of his school is an index to his own advancement. 
He is apt to think of the bustle and activity seen in the school—its 
healthy condition—the sound evangelical tone which its Sabbath services 
may bear; and seeing that these are well, and give tokens of success, 
thence to conclude that his own case cannot but be progressing. The 
Sabbath school teacher is the conductor of little pilgrims along a narrow 
and life-terminating path ; he is not, however, their conductor merely, 
but also their fellow-pilgrim, and he should be the foremost in the march. 
He is in danger, however, first of forgetting this, and next of confounding 
the progress of his pupils with his own. He is apt to overlook the fact, 
that while they advance he may be standing still—that they may be 
leaving him behind—that while he may be pointing in the right direction, 
he may be doing so merely as a finger-post fixed by the wayside. 

The last danger we would notice is one which follows from the two 
preceding. It arises from the neglect to improve one of the greatest 
advantages of his situation, viz., his frequent converse with divine 
truths. There is a danger of their being allowed to become familiar, 
merely as objects of the memory and understanding, and their losing 
the power to produce that impression on the heart which otherwise 
they are so well calculated to make. ‘ Should the teacher allow himself to 
fall into the habit of dissociating the truths of religion from that practical 
bearing on his own case with which they are naturally so closely con- 
nected, his heart may gradually sink into a state of lethargy, from which, 
in the end, the most solemn appeals may fail to arouse it. Iron often 
heated but not melted, hardens, and the heart accustomed to consider 
divine truths without being affected, may at last become so dead that 
they will fail to excite a single emotion—they will seem but as a tale 
that hath been often told. This furnishes us with one of the most melan- 
choly views of the depth of the corruption of the human heart—that the 
very means by which a person’s piety should be strengthened and in- 
creased, may be so perverted as at last entirely to lose the power of 
producing any impression. 

Seeing, then, that as teachers we are exposed to such dangers, let us 
give all diligence to guard against them. Never let us lose ourselves in 
our schools. While we keep a vigilant eye on our schools, never let that 
eye be withdrawn from ourselves. While we seek to train others to be 
good soldiers of the Lord Jesus Christ, let us take care lest any spot of 
rust be allowed to rest on our own arms. Let it be our anxious study 
that they, in brightness and fitness for use, be patterns to our pupils. 
While in our anxiety for our schools we give all diligence that they, 
as vineyards under our care, be well-watered, well-cultivated, and want- 
ing for nothing, let us beware lest our own hearts should gradually 


relapse into barren and unprofitable wastes, producing nothing but worth- 
less weeds. 
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A NEGLECTED OPPORTUNITY. 


Onz Sabbath evening, on looking over the roll of my class, I found 
that, among others, the name of Ann had to be marked as among 
the absentees. I took a note of it on my visiting list, intending to call 
during the week according to custom; but afterwards, as the girl’s house 
was a very little out of my way, and not being in a visiting mood, I 
thought there could be no great harm in delaying a week : besides it 
occurred to me, that good reasons could frequently be given for non- 
attendance, and it was likely she would be there on the succeeding Sab- 
bath, as she was so regular in her attendance. With these, and like 
excuses, I lulled my Sabbath teacher’s conscience asleep. 

The Sabbath returned again, and being prepared for its evening duties, 
T found myself once more in the school with my children around me ; 
and though feeling a little, a very little, uneasiness on seeing that Ann 
was still absent, it soon wore off, and was forgotten in the excite- 
ment of teaching. 

The lessons were concluded, and we were just about to engage in praise 
before dismission, when a neighbouring teacher stepped across the floor 
to me, and said very seriously— 

“ Have you a girl in your class of the name of Ann 

“Yes ; what of that ?” 

“T have something to tell you about her,” said he, hesitating. 

“What is it? what is the matter?” said I, with a presentiment of 
there being something wrong. 

“She is dead.” 

“ Dead !” 

‘Yes; she died four days ago. She was buried yesterday. Her 
brother is in my class, and brought word last Sabbath that she was ill 
and wished to see you, but I forgot to tell.” 

“Oh! if you had only told me,—I wish you had told me.” 

“T am very, very sorry I did not.” 

My heart sank within me :—I could not speak. Dead !—gone from 
this world for ever ; gone from any power or means I could use. Is she 
sayed or lost }—~a sinner in hell or a saint in glory? Dead! and I not 
at her deathbed. Have I done my duty to her? have I done all I 
could? Alas! alas! my conscience, now fully aroused, told me I had 
not. There was no want of time on my part—it was inclination. I felt 
I ought to have called at once, and then some opportunity would have 
been afforded me of smoothing the pillow, and speaking peace and 
comfort to my dying scholar. But now, it was too late! The thought 
was bitter anguish. I knew my duty, but I did it not. 

I could not call on the mourning parents that evening, but next day 
took the first opportunity of doing so. I knocked gently at the door— 
it was opened and I went in—but found only the mother and two or 
three of the younger children present. For a few minutes nothing wae 
said. At last, I spoke, 

“So Ann has gone to her rest.” 

“ Yes, sir; she is gone.” 


“ How did she die ?” 


a7 
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“ We don’t know, sir; we hope she is in heaven.” 

“ Had she much pain ?” 

“ Vera little ; she just sleepit awa.” 

“ Was she happy in her mind ?” 

“We hope sae. She could speak but little, and was vera dull o’ hear- 
ing for three days before her death, and when we had anything to say, 
we had to ery vera loud, and could hardly make her understand.” 

“J am very sorry I was not here to see her.” 

«Ay, we thought you might have come,” said the mother reproach- 
fully ;—“we sent you word, but you didna come. Puir thing! Anme 
was fond o’ the Sabbath class, and would not stay away wet or dry:”’— 
and she burst into tears. 

I explained as well as I could why I had not come when sent for, but 
could not excuse myself. 'Time—means—opportunity—I had neglected 
them all. 

After some further conversation on the state of mind, and death, of my 
scholar; and after trying to turn the mind of the mother to the rich con- 
solations of the gospel, I ended my sad visit. 

And now, why do I write this? It is to urge on my fellow-teachers 
earnestly, most earnestly, to call on absentees the very first spare time 
they have—if possible, the next day—and never to let light excuses in- 
duce them to defer doing so. It is well to visit all scholars, but the 
absentees ought to hold the first place. Visiting is a check to the wan- 
dering and careless ; and where illness is the cause of absence, the sick 
or death bed affords opportunities of pressing home the truths of the 
everlasting gospel that are not lightly to be neglected ; and by proper 
and prompt visiting of these absentees, not only will the attendance of a 
class be better kept up, but Sabbath teachers would never have in this 
respect cause to lament, as I do, a neglected opportunity. 


ARE YOU A SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHER? 


Iv you are, you are engaged in a good work. Yes, it is good, both as 
acceptuble to God, and as profitable to men. It is good in its direct 
operation, and good in its reflex action. It is not merely teaching the 
young idea how to shoot, but, what is still more important, it is teaching 
the young and tender affection what to fix upon, and where to entwine 
itself, Nothing hallows the Sabbath more than the benevolent employ- 
ment of the Sabbath school teacher. It is more than lawful to do such 
good on the Sabbath-day. It has great reward. Continue to be a Sab- 
bath school teacher. Be not weary in this well-doing. Do not think 
you have served long enough in the capacity of a teacher, until you have 
served life out, or until there shall be no need of one saying to another 
“Know the Lord.” What if it be laborious? it is the labour of love, in 
the very fatigue of which the soul finds refreshment. 


But perhaps you are not a Sabbath school teacher. 


“No, I am not,” 
methinks I hear one say. 


ee am not a professor of religion. You can- 
not expect me to be a teacher.” You ought to be both, and your not 


being the first, is but a poor apology for declining to be the other. The 
neglect of one obligation is a feeble excuse for the neglect of another. 
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You seem to admit that, if you professed religion, it would be your duty 
to teach in the Sabbath school. Now, whose fault is it that you do not 
profess religion? But I see no valid objection to your teaching a class 
of boys or girls how to read the Word of God, though you be not a pro- 
fessor of religion. I cannot think that any person gets harm by thus 
doing good. Experience has shown that the business of teaching in the 
Sabbath school is twice blessed—blessing the teacher as well as the 
taught. ‘ 

“But Iam not a young person.” And what if you are not? You 
need not be very young in order to be a useful Sabbath school teacher. 
We don’t want mere novices in the Sabbath school. If you are not young, 
then you have so much more experience to assist you in the work. Do 
Sabbath school teachers become superannuated so much earlier in life 
than any other class of benefactors—so much sooner than ministers and 
parents? There is a prevailing mistake on this subject. But you are 
“married,” you say. And what then? Because you have married a wife 
or a husband, is that any reason why you should not come into the Sab- 
bath school? Many people think that as soon as they are married, they 
are released from the obligation of assisting in the Sabbath school. But 
I do not understand this to be one of the immunities of matrimony. As 
well might they plead that in discharge of the obligation to every species 
of doing good. Such might, at least, postpone this apology, till the cares 
of a family have come upon them. And even then, perhaps, the best dis- 
position they could make of their children on the Sabbath, would be to 
take them to the school. I wonder how many hours of the Sabbath are 
devoted to the instruction of their children by those parents, who make 
the necessity of attending to the religious culture of their families an 
apology for not entering the Sabbath school; and I wonder if their chil- 
dren could not be attended to in other hours than those usually occupied 
in Sabbath school instruction ; and thus, while they are not neglected, 
other children, who have no parents that care for their soul, would re- 
ceive a portion of their attention. I think this is not impossible. But 
perhaps the wife pleads that she is no longer her own, and that her hus- 
band’s wishes are opposed to her continuing a teacher. But has she 
ceased to be her Lord’s, by becoming her husband’s? Does the husband 
step into all the rights of a Saviour over his redeemed? If such an ob- 
jection is made, it is very clear that she has not regarded the direction to 
marry “only in the Lord.” 

But perhaps you say, “There are enough of others to teach in the Sab- 
bath school.” There would not be enough—there would not be any, if 
all were like you. But it is a mistake; there are not enough of others. 
You are wanted. Some five or six children, of whom Christ has said, 
“ Suffer them to come to me,” may grow up without either learning or 
religion, unless you become a teacher. Are all the children in the place 
where you live gathered into the Sabbath school? Are there none that 
still wander on the Lord’s-day, illiterate and irreligious? Is there a com- 
petent number of teachers in the existing schools, so that more would 
rather be in the way than otherwise? I do not know how it is where 
you live, but where I live, there are boys and girls enough, ay, too many, 
who go to no Sabbath school. It is only for a teacher to go out on the 
Sabbath, and he readily collects a class of children willing to attend. 
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And where I reside, there are not teachers enough for the scholars already 
collected. Some classes are without a teacher ; and presently the chil- 
dren stay away, because, they say, they come to the school, and there is 
no one to attend to them. He who said, “ Suffer the little children to 
come unto me, and forbid them not,” knows this ; and he knows who of 
«his sacramental host” might take charge of these children, and do not. 
They say every communion season, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to 
do?” and the Lord replies, “Suffer the little children to come to me” 
—and there the matter ends. 

I visited recently an interesting school, composed of adults and chil- 
dren. It is languishing now for want of teachers. There were present 
some twenty-five or thirty females, and only two female teachers; I won- 
dered to see no more than two there, especially of those who were last at 
the cross and first at the sepulchre. 

But I hear one say, “I was once a teacher.” And you do not blush to 
own that you became weary in this species of well-doing? “ But I think 
I taught long enough.” How long did you teach? Till there were no 
more to learn? Till you could teach no longer? Are you dead? If not, 
you are resting from your labours rather prematurely. This excuse re- 
sembles one which I heard of, as from a lady of wealth, who, having for 
several years been a subscriber to the Bible Society, at length ordered her 
name to be stricken off, alleging that she thought she had done her part 
towards disseminating the Bible! The world was not supplied; O, no! 
not even the country, and her means were not exhausted. But she had 
done her part. Had she done what she could? The woman whom Jesus 
commended had “ done what she could.” 

But one says, “I want the Sabbath for myself—for rest and improve- 
ment.” And who does not? Are you busily employed all the week ? 
So are some of our most faithful teachers. You ought to be “ diligent in 
business” during the week. “Six days shalt thou labour.” “ But is 
there any rest in Sabbath school teaching?” The soul finds some of its 
sweetest rest in the works of mercy, and often its richest improvement 
in the care to improve others. 

But perhaps you say, though with some diffidence you express this ob- 
jection, that you belong to a circle in society whose members are not ac- 
customed to teach in the Sabbath school. Do you mean that you are 
above the business? You must be exceedingly elevated in life, to be above 
the business of gratuitously communicating the knowledge of God to the 
young and ignorant. You must be exalted above the very throne of God 
itself, if you are above caring for poor children. “ But I should have to 
mingle with those beneath me in rank.” Ah! I supposed that Christian- 
ity has destroyed the distinction of rank, not indeed by depressing any, 
but by elevating all. Should Christians, all cleansed by the same blood 
and Spirit, treat other Christians as common ! 

“(Q, it is too laborious—there is so much self-denial in it.” And do I 
hear a disciple of Christ complaining of labour and self-denial, when these 
are among the very conditions of discipleship? Is the disciple above his 
Master? Can you follow Christ without going where he went? and went 
he not about domg good? Pleased he himself? Ah! I know what is 
the reason of this deficiency of Sabbath school teachers, and I will speak 
it out. It is owing to a deplorable want of Christian benevolence in those 
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who profess to be Christ’s followers. They lack the love that is necessary 
to engage one in this labour of love. They have no heart for the work. 

Christian reader, beseech the Holy Spirit to guide you in your deliber- 
ation ; then take a turn in the garden of Gethsemane. Stand a while at 
the foot of the cross of Calvary. Remember who suffered in that garden, 
and on that cross, for your sake! Remember, the object of the Sabbath 
school is to tell young children of His love in dying for us! Think how 
you will wish to have acted in the day of his appearing, and throughout 
eternity! Think of this, and then, if you can, refuse to teach hencefor- 
ward in the Sabbath school.* 


RESIGNATIONS. 


I vo not know a more painful feeling than what is experienced by a 
teacher, when obliged to leave his Sabbath school. He may be sensible 
of his deficiencies as a teacher, and may hope that his successor may 
prove a more faithful steward of the word of life; but still he parts from 
his scholars with profound regret. They are they whom for many years 
he has met once a-week to supply with the treasures of the kingdom. This 
one he remembers a mere child, who has had all the knowledge he pos- 
sesses from him. Another was once at the gates of death, but God spared 
him to return to his care. A third is in circumstances of great peril. 
One false step, and he is lost ; how can he leave him? A fourth, was it 
not only the last Sabbath that he learned that he had at length begun to 
pray? A fifth has been waiting an opportunity to withdraw ; he is get- 
ting too old ; what will become of him then? And all these he is leay- 
ing, to see their faces no more,—to invite them no more to the Saviour,— 
and ignorant if he who is to come after him—if one can be got—will watch 
for their souls as one who is to give in an account. Ought not a teacher 
to cast the Sabbath school into the scale, when making his choice of a 
new situation? Ought not the thought of a neglected class to be weighed 
seriously by the teacher before sending in his resignation? 

We have before us at present a good many teachers, whose feelings on 
this subject we take the liberty of laying before our readers. 

There is, in the first place, a considerable number who leave their 
classes without any reason being assigned at all. The superintendent 
finds a class without a teacher one evening, and the next, and the next; 
and had the teacher been impressed for a man-of-war, he could not have 
disappeared from the school more mysteriously. These do not resign 
their situations,—they abandon them. 

The following letters may be taken as a specimen of the reasons why 
teachers resign their situations :— 


Lerrer 1.— From a desponding teacher. 


Dear Str,—lI am sorry that I can no longer continue a teacher in your. 
school. I am doing no good to the children, and am doing harm to my- 
self. Ihave little respect from my scholars, and less love. I do not 
recollect. of seeing one of them much interested since I began to teach 


* From a tract published in Dublin, reprinted in the ‘ Christian Treasury.’ 
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them. I see that I am not qualified to be a Sabbath school teacher, 
and hope you will meet with another not less willing, and more able.— 
Yours, &e., Mary 


The answer to this communication may also be given :— 


To Miss W. . 


I RECEIVED your note tendering your resignation, both with regret and 
surprise, and hope that you will reconsider your resolution before carry- 
ing it into effect. Had we a larger supply of teachers than we have, and 
were there no children altogether destitute of religious instruction as they 
now are, I should still regret your retirement from the school; for pious 
persons, possessing a good education and intelligence, are what are most 
needed by us. But we are so straitened for teachers at present that we 
cannot afford to lose one. If you retire, six or eight children will be left 
entirely uninstructed. We might procure a teacher for your class, but it 
will be at the expense of some other six or eight whom that teacher 
might as well have been teaching. I think you cannot give up your 
class when you consider this. 

I may mention a circumstance connected with one of your scholars, 
which, I hope, wiil show that, whatever are your own feelings, they are 
not shared in by all your scholars. I was calling on Jane ————’s 
mother some time ago. She told me her daughter Jane, one day on 
coming home from school, said, “ Mother, the rest of the scholars are 
often telling me nice stories that they hear from their teachers. Miss 
W. never tells us any stories; but 1 always think, when she is teach- 
ing us, that she is like one of the women that followed Jesus, she loves 
Christ so much. I wish I could love Jesus as she does.” 

God does not ask us how many we have brought to Christ, but what 
we have tried to do.— Yours, &e. 


Letter 2.—From an irascible teacher. 


Srr,—When I joined your Sabbath school, I was prepared for meeting 
with difficulties on the part of the scholars ; but ever since I joined it, I 
have had also the teachers against me. Some of my best scholars have 
been removed into another class. I have been shifted from the place I 
first had in the school to a corner where I can hardly see. The class 
immediately at my back is sometimes so uproarious that I can hardl 
hear myself speaking, and though I have been a teacher in the school for 
nine months, I have been allowed to address the school only onee, and 
that was when I first entered. I see that the teachers do not think I am 
fit for my work ; and, therefore, I will give place to some other whom 
they can trust.—Your obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM 


Letter 3.—From a nonvisiting teacher. 


Dear S1r,—I see it is needless for me to be a Sabbath school teacher 
any longer, no class will stay with me for above two Sabbaths; I began 
as you know, with eight scholars ; now, in the six months I have been at 
your school, I have had forty-seven different children at my class, and 
there is now not one of those the same TI had even four weeks ago. If 
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T had a class that would stay with me, it would be a different thing. — 
Yours, &c., 


ARTHUR 


Letter 4.—F yom an evening sermon teacher. 


Srr,—I will thank you to procure another teacher for my class, as I 
am unable to teach it any longer. I have to go to evening sermon at 
half-past six o'clock, and before I reach home, and haye tea after school, 
I find myself always too late for church, and when it is Dr. A 's lec- 
ture night, I cannot procure a seat at all. I do not wish to appear so 
irreverent, and disturb public worship as I now do. 

I send my roll-book, the attendance has not been filled in for some 
weeks, owing to the children being so irregular.—Y our obedient Servant, 

HELEN 


Lerrer 5.—From an indolent teacher. 

My Dear Srr,—Having removed to the New Town, I must give up 
my Sabbath school class. I would have more than a mile to go to it, 
and in the dark winter evenings this would be very unpleasant. 

I wish you would tell the new teacher you get in my room, to call on 
John Anderson, one of the scholars, 21 I have only called on 
him once some time ago, but I think he lives up three stairs, the left 
hand door. He is very ill, dying I am afraid, poor fellow, and I doubt 
if he is in a good state of mind. Iam quite anxious about him.—Yours 
sincerely, 


THOMAS ; 

P.S. Do you mean to attend the philosophical lectures through the 

winter? The late hour is the chief inconvenience, but when one is out 
at any rate, this does not matter much. 


Letrer 6.—From a faithful teacher. 

My Dear Frrenp,—It was decided last night that I go to London. My 
greatest regret is to leave my Sabbath school. I know I shall have 
plenty of Sabbath school work in the metropolis; but I have become 
much attached to my scholars, and I think they also are attached to me. 
I am happy, however, in getting Mr. Robertson to fill my place. He 
has had some experience in teaching, and I think is decidedly warm- 
hearted and pious—may he be abundantly more successful than I have 
been ! 

I would like if you could spare me a few minutes for a parting address 
to the whole school next Sabbath evening. It will be my last night, and 
I am anxious to tell them once more how Jesus Christ came to save 
sinners. 5 

I intend to call on each of my scholars individually before I go, and I 
hope it will not be against the rules about rewards, to give each of them 
a little book. le 

May you, and my fellow-teachers with whom I have been so long associ- 
ated, be among the honoured ones of the earth, who turn many to right- 
eousness. We will meet in a better world, my dear friend, one day, and, 
I trust, I will meet some of my scholars there or ewe friend in Christ, 

OBERT 


Za 
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We might leave these notes to speak for themselves. They are their 
own witnesses. It is very sad to see a Christian, as possibly all of these 
teachers may be, so lukewarm as to allow some trifling alteration in the 
class, or in the arrangements of the school, or some petty jealousy to 
drive him away from the school ; or to see another so remiss as to allow 
class after class to slip through his hands, because he is so indolent in 
visiting them; or to hear a third resigning her place because of an even- 
ing sermon, as if two sermons a-day might not suffice; and another coolly 
assigning a late hour, and a trifling distance, which would never interfere 
with a secular engagement, as a reason for leaving ignorant children to 
their ignorance. 

How little of the mind that was in Christ do we discover here! Have 
these teachers ever reckoned, how much they owe to their Lord ? 


THE HEART OF THE CHILD.* 


“ My son, give me thine heart.”—Prov. xxiii. 26. 


Dear children, you and I haye just been praying to God to bless this 
short sermon. Is it not sure that he will answer our prayer! I go on 
to preach to you in the strong hope of his making some of you not only 
know, but (which is better) fee, love, and remember the truth about Je- 
sus. He told wise king Solomon to write these many proverbs. He put 
each of them into Solomon’s mind, so that really it is not Selomon but 
Christ who says to each of you, boys and girls, “ My child, give me thine 
heart.” 


Waar are you to give him? “Thine heart.” It is not, Give me your 
body; nor, Give me your hands; nor, Give me your time ; nor, Give me 
your money. For your heart is your life. Take off a man’s legs and arms 
—he may still live and be in health; but cut out his heart, and he will at 
once die. The body cannot live without the heart. When a man is shot 
through the heart, he falls down dead in a moment. And so Christ bids 
you give him your heart, because till you do this you are spiritually dead. 
And all the good or evil you do comes out of your heart. When your heart 
is wrong, everything is wrong. When your heart is right, everything is 
right. It is the heart that loves Christ. It is the heart that makes us 
do the will of Christ. It is the heart that relishes his commandments ; 
therefore he wants your heart. For your body follows your heart. Your 
feet, and eyes, and lips, and hands go after your heart. The best way to 
keep them right is to give your heart te Christ, and keep it in Christ, 
with much pains and prayer. The most of children take care only of 
their feet and hands, their behaviour before other persons. They do not 
spend much pains on the state of their heart. How strange! When the 
Spirit draws the heart of a sinner to Jesus, does not the heart draw his 
time, and money, and strength with it to Jesus? And he asks all your 


: * In addition to the usual articles on the science of teaching Christ to children, we think 
it well, now and then, to give specimens of addresses, For preaehing, more or less fre- 
quent, is nowa solid part of the Sabbath school system ; and it is not more necessary that 


the teacher know how to catechize than that the superintendent xhort 
and the minister how to preach to children, Sa te, , 
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heart ; not the half, nor the greater part, but the whole—the love, the 
will, the thoughts, the feelings, the conscience. He says, “Thou shalt 
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy mind.” For he does not like anything you do without 
your heart. You are to sing psalms with your heart—to hear a ser- 
mon with your heart—to pray with your heart ;—to do good—to give a 
penny to the heathen—to go to school—to obey your mother—all with 
your heart. For many children give Christ everything except their 
hearts. O how Jesus pities such children! They are hypocrites—vyery 
great sinners. He is sure to punish them, and that very sorely. He 
says, “ Woe unto you hypocrites” no Jess than seven times in one chap- 
ter (Matt. xxiii. 13—29). 


To wHom are you to give your heart? “Give me,” he says. It is to 
Christ. Hach child has given or is giving his heart to somebody or some- 
thing. The person you love most, the thing you like best, is the god or 
idol of your heart. It is given to that person or thing. Some have 
given their hearts to open sins. More hearts have been won by the devil 
than by any other person. Is he not still keeping your hearts in his 
power? Others give their hearts to this godless world. Its play, its 
work, its money are leading many, many youths astray. Christ is not 
in all their affairs. Others have given their whole hearts to their dear 
friends. They love their father, mother, brother, sister, cousin, playmate, 
school-fellow ; but they do not in any way care for Christ. But think, 
dear child. Has the pevin any good claim to your heart? No, no— 
none. He did not make it, nor dees he preserve its life. You do not 
owe him thanks for any good he ever did, or tried to do you. Hate him. 
Take your heart, ask Jesus to pluck your precious heart, out of his wicked 
hands, and keep it always from him. He is the father of lies, and 
will cheat you. He is the chief enemy of Christ, and will do all he can 
to keep you away from the sweet love of Christ. He is the king of hell, 
and will make you cry out for ever under its dreadful pains.—Think 
again. Has this sinning wortp any good claim to your heart? O no— 
none. It does you no benefit. You cannot look for any real advantage 
from its manners. If you love the world, Christ does not love you ; for 
Christ is contrary to the world, and the world is very contrary to Christ. 
He is angry with its people. It lies under his great curse. O kecp your 
hearts from its sinful kinds of play, its sinful words, its sinful ways, its 
sinful companions.—Think again. Have your dear rrimnps any claim 
to all your heart? No. They are worthy of a part. Give them not the 
first, but the second place among those you love. Heartily love your 
mother, and be very kind to your brothers and sisters. They do you 
much good, and you owe them great thanks and obedience ; but they 
have not the best—the first—the chief claim. Who has it }—Think once 
more. Has Curist a good claim to your heart? Yes. He has the chief 
of all claims—every sort of claim. No claim is to be put before his. It 
is before and above all other claims. He has a right to demand your 
heart ; for he made it, and keeps it in life, and fills it with blessings. Ife 
is most worthy of your heart ; for he loves you with all his heart. Is it 
not he who makes you happy # Who gives you life, food, health, clothes, 
sleep, houses, ministers, teachers, books, friends, é&e. ? Who keeps you 
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out of the hot fires of hell, washes your soul from its sins, fits you for 
heaven, takes you into it? Can your father or friend do anything like 
this for you 4 None but Christ is able to make your heart pure and 
clean. He gives you the new heart—his own heart. And he alone is 
able to keep it safe and holy. No man ean keep it for you; nor can 
you keep it for yourself. I cannot keep my own heart, much less yours. 
So with your parents. So with every friend. O if Jesus gives you his 
heart—his life—his all—do you not wish to give him all your heart ? 


How are you to give your heart to Christ? As children—as a child 
gives the warm love of his heart to his dear father. For he says, “ My 
son, give,” &c. Not from fear only, as when the weak man is glad to give 
his money to the strong armed robber ; not from mere justice, as when 
the man in debt grudgingly repays what he borrowed ; but from filial 
love, as- when the little child runs to his mother’s knees, and says, is 
not by his words, yet by his eyes, Mother, I love you. You are to 
be the sons and daughters of God. With the heart of a good son 
or good daughter you must love him, look to him, and obey him. 
You are to serve Christ, not as you would serve an ordinary friend, or a 
very kind well-wisher, or even a lawful master; but as the best child 
serves the best parent—just as Jesus himself served his beloved mother 
Mary. Do you see this? Do you feel it? 


WHEN are you to give Christ your heart? Iam sure that all of you 
have agreed to what has been said on the first three questions; but some, 
I fear, do not think the same as Ido on this fourth question. There 
should be no need, but there is very great need, to put and press this 
wHeEN. The text means at once—immediately—to-day. When I cast 
my eye on the book in your hand, and say, Give me that book? do I 
not mean, Give it me just now? And when Jesus looks on your heart, 
and says, “ My son,” &c., he wishes it without delay. A young man 
(Augustine) used to pray a strange prayer—a prayer that I hope none of 
you will ever repeat. He was the son of a very pious mother. She often 
prayed for his soul ; but he took his own wilful and sinful way. He felt 
that he would need Christ before he died, and so he used to pray, “O Lord, 
convert me; but not to-day.” 

Just now is the right time. As you are; with your hard, black, un- 
clean heart. Do not miss another day. Seek Christ now—-to-day—this 
present hour. Do you mind reading about David Mitchell, a Sabbath 
scholar, in your little Missionary Record for March last? It was ex- 
plained to him, on his sick-bed, that God was willing to give him a new 
heart now, if he was willing to take it now. He said, with a happy 
smile, “ Then I’m willing now—just this very moment.” Are yow willing 
this very moment ? 9 

But a child says, “ When J’m sick, then Pll give my heart to Christ.” 
Dear child, this is a lie, put into your head by the devil. When you are 
ill, you will not be more willing, and not nearly so able to go to Christ 
as now when you are well. You will care less for your present play, 
and more for good advices—you will think more of religion ; but this is 
quite different from giving your heart to Christ. A minister used to keep 
an account of all the sick people that he went to see in his district. There 
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were 2000 persons who got better after being very dangerously ill. On 
their sick-beds they were very serious, much given to reading and pray- 
ing ; and if they had died, their friends would have said they had cer- 
tamly died a happy death, and gone straight to heaven. Yet we know 
that if they had then died, all of them, excepting perhaps two, would 
have been cast into the tormenting fires of hell ; for all these 2000 per-’ 
sons, save two, went back, after a shorter or longer time, to the ways of 
this sinful world. 

And another child says, “ When I’m older, then I'll give my heart 
to Christ.” Dear child, this is also a lie, put into your thoughts by the 
devil. You will be far less willing and far less able to go to Christ when 
you are older. Very few men give their hearts for the first time to Christ 
in their old age. There is scarcely any hope at all of your conversion 
except just now in your childhood. Your heart gets harder, your case 
worse, every week. A man had a great degree of pain from a hurt in 
one of his toes. The doctor wished to cut off the toe; but he would not 
at once agree to that. Before he had made up his mind, the doctor told 
him his whole foot must now be cut off. This at present he would not 
allow. Ina day or two the mortification seized his leg, and his life could 
be saved only by amputating the leg ; but he would wait a little. Then 
the pain struck up into his body. His life could not now by any means 
be saved. It was too late—he died. 

And a third child says, “ When I’m about to die, I'll then give my heart 
to Christ.” Dear child, this, too, is a lie, from the devil. The time of dying 
is the worst of all times for seeking Jesus. There is only one deathbed 
conversion in the whole Bible, and the case of that man is not at all like 
your case. A minister went to see a young woman who was dying. Her 
soul was distressed by her sins. She Jooked up in his face, and said, “0, 
sir, could you do any thing to keep me in life a little that I might find 
Christ ?” The doctor came in, and she at once said to him also, “ Could 
you not keep me in life a little that I might find Christ !” He could not. 
She soon died. As you live, so will you die. 

Always is the right time. Be giving Christ your heart at all times 
—each day—for ever. You must not take it away from him at any 
time, or for any reason. O be not like Judas, who kept Christ’s com- 
pany—then betrayed him, and went to his own place. Be not like 
Ananias or Sapphira, who joined the church—then told a lie, and. fell 
down dead. Be not like Demas, who once loved Paul as the apostle of 
Christ, but afterwards forsook him for the greater love of this present 
world, 


Dear child, Christ knows what you are doing with your heart. Have 
you given, are you willing to give, it to him? A minister was preaching 
in the open air in India. At the end of the sermon a black young man 
came up to him, and said, “Is that all true? all you said about Jesus 
Christ, is it true?” “ Yes, quite true, printed here in the Bible.” “ Then,” 
said the lad, raising his eyes toward heaven, “ then, blessed Jesus, I give 
thee my heart.” Do like him. Fall down on your knees, and say, “ Lord 
Jesus, I give thee my heart. O be pleased to take it—as it is. It is 
hard and sinful. Make it soft, and holy, and obedient, like the heart of 
thy holy child Jesus.” Or say at least, “ Lord Jesus, my heart is thine 
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by right. It is not willing to seek thee. It is not able to love thee. 
Bend, change, turn, renew it. Draw it to thee. Wash and chasten it. 
First make it pure, and then keep it pure. Take it, and then make me 
freely give it to thee as thy child.” 


Auchencairn, Nov. 1846. 


fHisecllanecous Communications, 
THE BEST PRAYER I EVER HEARD. 


Sometime ago a fellow-teacher visited my school, and kindly undertook 
to conclude the exercises of the classes by a few words of exhortation and 
prayer. I had so often been vexed and annoyed by strangers prolonging the 
prayer till the children were perfectly fatigued, (and what teacher has not !) 
that I always limited the person who leads the devotion to three or four 
minutes, and I did so in this instance; but it was quite unnecessary. My 
friend gave out three verses of a psalm, and when the singing was finish- 
ed, he closed his eyes, and most solemnly and earnestly asked pardon and 
grace, for Christ’s sake, for us all; and ere the class thought the prayer 
begun, he said, “ Amen.” The boys were surprised, and one of them 
turning round to his companion, exclaimed, loud enough for me to hear 
him, “ Zhat’s the best prayer J ever heard.” 


PHYSICAL FORCE. 


In a back street of a large city, a Sabbath school, consisting of three 
or four male teachers, and a number of children collected from the neigh- 
bourhood, were accustomed to assemble. Among those present one eve- 
ning, were a number of grown-up lads, who seemed little inclined to 
receive instruction, and gradually proceeded to open rebellion and uproar, 
and the teachers were at last obliged to attempt an expulsion. They 
only attempted it, however, for an appeal to arms being made, the rebels 
were successful, and soon made themselves masters of the field. The 
teachers were driven together into one of the corners of the room, and 
compelled to practise “the manly art of self-defence,” to protect them- 
selves from violence, while the school was leit at the mercy of the assail- 
ants. Fortunately, they did not abuse the victory, but retired shortly 
after with flying colours. Next Sabbath evening a reinforcement of able- 
bodied teachers prevented any repetition of such a scene. 

There can be but one opinion regarding physical force, when thus 
turned against the teachers—may it be inferred generally—never use 
physical force if you run any risk of a beating, or being beat; or, better 
never use it at all :—let that be the duty of a policeman. ; 


HOME EDUCATION! 


_A curt came in one night, clothed in rags, to the school (in Glasgow). 
He had an intelligent face, and a bright eye. Poor fellow! his was a 
sad condition, and yet life appeared in his eyes to be a joyous existence. 
He might be about eight years old. My kind-hearted’ friend and col- 
league, the senior teacher, came forward, and with tears in his eyes, said, . 
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** Poor boy, why does your mother allow you to come out in that state?” 
The boy’s face turned crimson with shame, not with anger, as he replied 
“T havea coat and trousers at home, but she won't give me them.” “Why 
will she not give you them!” “ Because she has put them in pawn?” 
“ What has she on them?” “ 1s. on my coat, and 6d. on my trousers.” 
“What do you do?” Hear the alarming and heart-rending answer, “I 
do nothing ; but mother wants me to steal, and I won't do at” 

Ob when will Christians—when will the arm of the Lord awake ! 


CHILDREN’S MISSIONARY MAGAZINE. 


Many schools have now adopted the plan of distributing, gratis, among 
the children copies of a monthly missionary periodical. ‘This is so far 
well; but we think its usefulness greatly lost for want of some means 
being taken to insure its beimg read. We suggest, therefore, that, on the 
magazine being distributed, an intimation should be made to the children 
that, on the following Sabbath, their teacher or superintendent will ask 
them a few questions about it. This might be done in such a way as to 
impress more deeply on the children’s minds the leading stories, thoughts, 
and lessons of the magazine. It would lead also to a more careful peru- 
sal of it on their part. 

Let us also throw out another hint while on this subject. Every deno- 
mination has now its children’s “ Record” or “ Magazine.” Don’t let 
teachers consider themselves tied to the periodical issued by their own 
church. Take it, if it is the best, or as good as any other. But if it is 
meagre in its contents, or sectarian in its character, don’t starve your 
scholars for its sake. Distribute another in its stead. 


THE MINISTER AND THE TEACHER. 


Ministers may help their teachers in many ways; but we conceive 
that in no other way could they do them more good than by some ar- 
raugement being made by which the systems of Lectures in the church, 
and of Lessous in the school, were made the same. A good lecture on a 
passage of Scripture, to be afterwards taught in the school, would be of 
more service to the teacher than if he had the best commentaries. Not 
only would the historical references be explained, and the textual diffi- 
culties cleared up, but the doctrines and lessons of the passage would be 
illustrated with a fulness unknown to a commentary, and very much in 
the order, and of the kind, wanted for the school. This would by no 
means supersede study on the part of the teacher, but it would greatly aid 
his own private labours. 


TAKE CARE WHOM YOU ASK. 


Many ministers and superintendents have a very questionable habit of 
asking young people to become Sabbath school teachers, without inquiring 
into their qualifications. In some cases it is intended as a compliment ; in 
others, it is just an easy way to get out of a difficulty. We fear that, in 
nine cases out of ten, persons thus invited at random, are not suitable for 
the work. We don’t speak now to the question of what is the duty of a 
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superintendent, in cases where he cannot get to join his school, as teachers, 
persons of approven piety. That is a dilemma which seldom occurs, at 
least in large towns. But we ask the random inviters to remember that 
every teacher who engages in the work, will either be a blessing or a curse 
to the school ; and if, by your invitation, an unconverted teacher comes to 
lull his scholars into a deeper sleep, will not their blood be required at . 
the hands of him who set a faithless watchman over them? Moreover, 
will he be likely to act well in concert with the other teachers in the 
business of the school? Will he not chill their warmth? If he does not 
seek the glory of God, he will be sure to seek his own ; and the jealousies 
and bad feelings he exhibits, may make you apply to yourself the words, 
“ Lo, thou trustest in the staff of this broken reed, whereon if a man lean, 
it will go into his hand, and pierce it.” (Isa. xxxvi. 6.) 


THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON. 


THERE was lately an apocryphal story taking the round of the news- 
papers, wherein “the Duke” was represented as riding along the banks 
of the Serpentine river, London, when a drowning man, from the midst 
of the water, called aloud on his Grace for help. The great man, accord- 
ing to the story, stopped coolly, turned round, and reviewing the person 
struggling on the brink of destruction, coldly replied, that he declined in- 
terfering, but recommended the dying man to apply to some of the consti- 
tuted authoritiés, “ Art thow not such a man thyself? nay, worse,” em- 
phatically whispered the still small voice of a certain Nathan within my 
own breast ; “for, instead of one, how many dost thou see, every day of thy 
life, around thee, wading deeper and deeper into, or struggling and sink- 
ing amidst the waters, not of temporal, but ten thousand times worse, of 
eternal perdition. And thou lookest coolly on, or turnest coldly away, 
leaving the victims of sin to be cared for by the constituted authorities of 
the church ; and wilt not even direct the perishing souls to lay hold on 
His all-powerful arm who has already plunged into the abyss—an arm 
outstretched for their rescue !” 


TEXTS FOR SABBATH SCHOOL TEACHERS. . 


Your soul’s weekly preparation, Isaiah vi. 

Your frame of mind at the class, Psal. li. 12—15; 1 Thess. ii. 8. 

The certainty of edification to yourselves, Gen. xviii. 17, 19. 

Your reward in the day of Christ, Dan. xii. 3. 

Often read Luke v. 5, 6. 

Never forget Luke xix. 13. 

Ask for those under your care the same Spirit who taught yourselves, 
1 Cor. ii. 12 ; Acts xi. 15. 

Remember their natural state, Prov. xxii. 15; Hos. vi.4; John vy. 42. 
Their awful danger every hour, John iii. 3; Rey. xx. 12, 15. 
_ The first hopeful sign in them will be their feeling sin, especially the 
sin of being outside the Ark, John xvi. 9. 

The first mark of salvation will be their feeling the righteousness of 
Christ to be precious, John xvi. 10. 

Psal. exxvi. 4, 5, 6. 


